Dear CCCS Community,

On Veterans Day, | want to take a moment to recognize the veterans across our 13 colleges
and express my gratitude to all who have served in our nation's armed forces.

Our veterans are students, faculty, staff, and neighbors. They bring experiences,
perspectives and a deep sense of purpose that enrich our classrooms, strengthen our
colleges, and contribute to the communities we serve.

For many veterans, education represents a new chapter. Whether pursuing a degree,
preparing for a new career or building on skills developed through military service, their
journeys remind us of the importance of creating opportunities that recognize the
experiences people bring with them.

| am especially grateful to the faculty, staff, and college teams who help our student
veterans navigate those transitions and find a sense of belonging within our college
communities.

To our veterans, thank you for your service, your commitment and the many ways you
continue to contribute to Colorado.

And to everyone across our 13 colleges, thank you for helping make our institutions places
where those who have served can continue to learn, grow and pursue their aspirations.

With gratitude,

Marielena P. DeSanctis, Ph.D.

Chancellor

Colorado Community College System
9101 E Lowry Blvd.

Denver, CO 80230
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